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In Bonn, a well-worn spy
strategy proves effective

rupae

By Jane Eisner '
Inquiver figtt Wrisey

BONN — Margarete Hoeke appar-
ently fit the pattern perfectly.

Like 50 many other seeresariss in
this quiet natonal capital, she was
female, middle-aged and unmarried.
She had worked in the office of West
Germany's pruludent for 20 yeers,
rising to a itiom as secretary to
the head otpf;o foreign affaire de-
pertment.

Cables and eommunications m:n
other foreign government regularly
paseed over her desk. making Hoeke
attractive bait to an -ﬁﬁff’ gov-
ernment eager for lap-ieve orma-
tion. And so. liks other sscretaries
before her, Hoske wes lared into
being a spy. _ -

That picture of Hoeke, provided
intelligence sources in Bean, fits
into a well-worn but nevertheless
Succesaful strategy that the East Ger-
man government has emploped to
infiltrate its larger, non-Communist
neighbor to the west.

Hoeke's case was exposed; last Sat-
urday she was arrested on suspicion
of spying for East Germany and she
{3 now being questioned by the fed-
eral prosecutor's office. But authori-
ties here acknowledge that they
have no idea how many other agents
are sti]] sitting behind desks in unas-
suming government buildings, regu.
larly passing information along to
what is simply referred to as ‘“the
other side.”

Hoeke, S0, is just one element of
the growing West German spy séan-
dal. Since the beginning of the
month, four other suspected spies —
including two secretaries — have
fled the country. The most important
by far is Hans Joachim Tiedge, who
was head of the intelligance agency
countering East German espionage
until he defected to East Germany
last week.

In a statement through a spokes
man, Chancellor Helmut Kohl said
yesterday that he found it “com.
pletely inexplicable” that Tiedge had
retained such a key position despits
a drinking problem, heavy debts and
pr?blom related to the death of his
wife.

Several official investigations are
going on, and Kohl said he will re-
port on the findings by the end of
this week.

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/01/19 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000201770002-6

The goverunment does not know
what information might have been
pessed along by Hoeke aad the oth.
ers. But more important, the West
Germanas still do not seem able to-
counteract the East Germans' strat.
¢gy of luring Boun secretaries into
their secret intelligence service,

According to sources in the West
Germat in entadiishment,
& particula- type of women is sought:
middle-aged, singls, unattached,

with few social contects. A secretary
10 & top-level official frequensly fits
that mold because her job demends
ta she work long hours and be -
coastantly on call, leaving little time
for a personal life.

“There comes a point where thess
ladées uvulnlfuthntllfoupu-
2& them ever,” said one inwdligence

cial. “They are appreached by
attractive
but Bot specascularly so — the ether
side kpows & let about peychalogy.
They send them flowers, court them.
All of a sudden, these women
bloom.”

The East German agent — usually
a man living in West Germany under
an asgsumed identity — will begin to
OXpress an tuterest in the woman's
work, suggesting that she bring
things home for him to see.

After a time, the official said, me
agent may hold “a conversarjon™
with the secretary, in which he
makes his intelligence mission clear.
But by then, the secretary is often
involved 30 deeply — either emotion-
ally or because she realizes she has -
given away tao much information
already = that it is difficult to let go.

No doubt this kind of infiltration is
used by governments in many coun-
tries, but West Germany in general
and Bonn in particular appear 1o be
especially vulnerable.

“Germany is on the cutting line to
the east,” the official said. “An East
German who comes over feels at
home here. He speaks German. He
behaves like a Germaa. He might
even have relatives living in the
West.

“It's easy to develop contacts, to get
lost in the crowd,” the official con-
tinued. “¥ a Russian would be

slipped into England or even Ger-
many, he would stand out much
more.”

Sources here say that the East Ger
mans devised their strategy soon af-
ter thoummdt_ntbyuwltun
wellknown that' inteiltgence offi-

bloc spy for 12 years, the government
went 30 far as to

“These secretaries are not a priort
spies,” said one source. “They didn't
drink it with their msther's milk.
When the first contact is made, they
have no ides that someone is trying

" to lead them off."

Altbough suthorities did not want
to comment on Hoeke's personatl life,
neighbors and fellow workers de-
scribe her as a quiet woman who
shied away from much social life.
She had contacts with az wnnamed
East German agent in the 1960s, offi.
cials said, but told police after her
arrest that the contacts were not
renewed until recently.

Based on information received
from other sources, the Office for the
Protection of the Constitution — the
official name for West Germany's
domestic counterespionage agency
— began to observe Hoeke a few
weeks ago.

One day earty last week, she met
with a comple outside an expensive
hotel in Cologne. Apparently, this
coupée — originally from East Ger-
many - had traveled from Switzer-
land by fiystclass rail to speak with
Hoeke and persusde her 1o meet her
former contact Hoeke agreed, and
flew to Copenhagen, Denmark,
where she met the contat and re-
ceived money from him. Whea po-
lice later found about $1,608 in hec
apartment, Hoeke admitted that the
cash had come from the camtact.

Gaiimed



The Bonn secremyry strategy is not
the only one emploped by the East
Germans, who make up aboat 80 per-
cent of the foreign spies in ‘rect
Germany, according to the inteili-
tence official. Take the case of Sonja

ueneburg, who, before her disap-
pearance Aug. 6, worked for 12 years
a3 the chief secretary to the econom-
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French town of Colmar. But after
checking photographs and handwrit.
ing, the police found that the two
were not the same woman.

Meanwhile, however, Lueneburg
had developed a quiet reputation as a
good worker, and was cleared to han.
_dle secret documents. The last secu-
rity check was done on her in 1979,

ics minister with potential access tg— ~“Dut by then she had lived in.West

much secret information. She told
friends that she was going to visit
other friends in Brusseis, but naver
arrived in Belgium. She is assumed
to be in East Germany.

Only aftsr she disappeared did the
government discover that the secre
tary was living under a false iden-
tity. Sources say that a Sonja Luene-
burg left West Berlin and emigrated
to France ih the mid-1960a. In 1966, a
Sonja Luened was recorded re-
entaring West any from the

Germany for 13 years and passed the
check easily. Only after she disap
peared and the police discovered

equipment suitable for photograph.
ing documents in her apartment did
the real search for her identity be-
gin.

One source yesterday estimated
that more than 400 East Germans had
slipped into West Germany this way
during the last 10 years. Some were
discovered; others fled before being
discovered.

“I's a German problem, it's a Bonn
probiem,” the source said. “It's a
problem of a divided country.”
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